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1. Background 
The Victorian Government introduced changes to the Electricity Safety Act 1998 (the Act), effective from September 
2017, to impose additional bushfire mitigation requirements on Major Electricity Companies (MECs), and to enable the 
enforcement of bushfire mitigation obligations through a civil penalty enforcement regime.  

These amendments apply to three bushfire mitigation programs:  

 The installation of Rapid Earth Fault Current Limiters (REFCLs) at various zone substations  

 The installation of Automatic Circuit Reclosers (ACRs) on Single Wire Earth Return (SWER) lines  

 An obligation for MECs to cover or place underground each new or replaced (more than four consecutive spans) 
electric line in the highest fire consequence areas, known as Electric Line Construction Areas (ELCAs).  

Section 120 of the Act requires a Board approved annual compliance report (known as the s120P report) to be provided 
to Energy Safe Victoria (ESV) by 1 August each year for the reporting period 1 May to 30 April.  

2. Purpose 
This final report specifically details our compliance to the obligation for MECs to cover or place underground each new or 
replaced (more than four consecutive spans) electric line in ELCAs. 

The report summarises actual changes for the period 1 May 2024 to 30 April 2025 and planned changes for the period 1 
May 2025 to 30 April 2026.  

The Report does not include an update on the installation of REFCL and SWER ACRs as these programs were 
completed in prior reporting periods and closed out with ESV accordingly. 

 

 

 





3.2 Works to be carried out during the next reporting period 
Table 3 summarises the planned change in bare and covered/underground electric line lengths in ELGA during the next reporting period (1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026). 

Table 3: Planned electric line lengths in ELCAs (1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026) 

Total HV Electric Line Lengths in ELCA 
As at 1 May 2025 As at 30 April 2026 Change over the reporting period 

{Route km) {Route km) {Route km) 

Bare conductor 

Polyphase 872.11 872.11 0 

SWER 357.13 355.04 -2.09

Covered or underground conductor 

Polyphase 178.44 178.44 0 

SWER 364.81 366.90 2.09 

Table 4 summarises the planned new or replacement electric line projects in ELGA works during the next reporting period (1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026). 

Table 4: Planned electric line projects in ELCAs (1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026) 

Electric Line Current Construction Future Construction 

Construction Feeder Reason / Driver 
Area 

LEGL./16-202 CLC003 Replaced for condition 
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Construction 

Bare Conductor 

Length 
Phasing 

{Route km) 
Construction Phasing 

SWER 2.09 Covered Conductor SWER 
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